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the medium of this little book, is more likely to be repelled than attracted 
by it. In no other part of his system does Hegel's method of starting from 
the most abstract and incomplete phase of his topic seem so unsatisfactory 
as in his ethical work. Hegel's theory of morals is, in truth, of a most 
matter of fact and practical character, — it is rather realistic than idealistic, 
but the earlier steps of his exposition seem taken in the air. The same 
thing, of course, is true of the Logic, but in that case the very nature of 
the subject-matter — the self-evolution of thought as such — prepares us 
for a certain formal abstractness of treatment that does not seem out of 
place. In tracing the earlier dialectical stages of the Philosophie des 
Rechts, it is by no means always easy to recognize any connection between 
the abstract concepts there discussed and the actual relations of moral and 
social phenomena. It is only to the student that has already mastered the 
technicality of Hegel's method, and who has attained to a sympathetic 
appreciation of the value of its results, that a study of the ethical part of 
his system will be intelligible or helpful. To such a student, however, the 
labor required will be amply repaid ; for here, as in all Hegel's works, 
behind the veil of uncouth phraseology and pedantic formalism there 
lies a wealth of suggestive ideas, potent arguments, and sound, common 
sense. E. Ritchie. 

Une Philosophy of Individuality, or the One and the Many. By 
Antoinette Brown Blackwell. New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1893. — pp. 519. 

The object of these five hundred and odd pages is not, as might have 
been supposed from the title, the laudable one of elucidating the meta- 
physical problem of the relations of the finite to the Absolute. Its aim is 
to establish the theory of " a correlated persistent individuality." These 
" persistent mind-matter individuals " are " rhythmic atoms," and the self- 
conscious soul is the dominant atom in the human organism. Whence 
" Immortality for all conditioned being is the only logical conclusion." 
"Have we demonstrated conscious immortality? Yes; if our leading 
premises are accepted. Yes ; if the convergence and accumulation of 
testimony are of more value than pure logical deduction " — the latter of 
which a severe critic will certainly not find over-valued in this volume. 
Nevertheless, it is to be feared that the book fails of its purpose — chiefly 
because its method is as mistaken in principle as it is tedious in execution. 
The idea of utilizing the permanence which physical theory has attributed 
to the atom, as a proof of immortality, by making the soul a special kind of 
atom, is not, of course, a new one, but it has not been discredited without 
reason. For it commits the same error in principle that materialism does, 
that of reducing the mind to a conception it has itself formed to explain the 
character of its contents, in this case to the conception of an atom. And 
it involves, further, the old and insoluble difficulty of dualism, as to the 
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seat of the soul. It was bad enough that an immaterial soul should have 
to be located somewhere in the body, but we are now required to find a 
place for a soul which is a corporeal atom with a definite shape and extent 
(cp. p. 201). Of course, no light is thrown on this problem, any more than 
on the question whence the vagrant atom enters the organism, or whither 
it departs at death. Instead of this, we are regaled with prolonged accounts 
of the vibrations of rhythmic atoms and of their ability to explain all the 
physical forces, in the course of which some statements are made calculated 
to disturb even the most philosophic tolerance of metaphysical physics. 
E. g., after reducing all matter to motions, and treating the latter as things 
in the nai'vest manner, an objection strikes the authoress. " It is claimed 
that where there is motion something is moved. We answer, certainly. 
Power, energy is moved" (p. 52). After that, who shall gainsay the all- 
sufficiency of the rhythmic atom as the explainer of phenomena? It is, 
however, fair to say that the book is not everywhere quite of this type, and 
in the description of the relations of the central soul-atom to its subordinates 
it seems to be sometimes groping after a Leibnizian monadism. 

To give an idea of its style and results, the following passage may be 
quoted : " The great practical Creative plan will work out its own final 
justification. Myriads of personal sensibilities, infinitely more countless 
than the sands of the seashore, having entered upon their heritage of 
immortality will go on to higher and higher realizations of its limitless 
possibilities. With assurances like these, catastrophies (sic) cease to be 
catastrophies (sic). The forces of Nature, which still work under the law 
of necessity, which, though it is included in the vast co-operative plan, is not 
yet re-coflrdinated for our especial benefit, can work us no lasting evil. If 
the Infinite who lives in all Duration is content to let all finite things act 
in accord with their own natures and opportunities, then shall our peace be 
unduly shaken ? " In conclusion, one can only regret that this production 
should have been put forward as a contribution to philosophy rather than 
to science. For it really contains far more pseudo-science than pseudo- 
philosophy. F. C. S. S. 

Notes on the Development of a Child. By M. W. Shinn. University 
of California Studies. Berkeley, published by the University, 1893. — 
pp. iv, 5-88. 

Miss Shinn's paper contains a great deal of valuable psychological raw- 
material. It is such collections of fact as this, which, when methodically 
handled by a skilled psychologist, will form the basis of child-psychology. 
At present there is displayed, in general, too great a tendency to theorize 
upon an entirely insufficient foundation ; we should, therefore, have bestowed 
upon the work our " thoughtful attention," even without Professor le Conte's 
injunction to do so. This growing habit of prefixing to a new book a 



